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Fancy a spin around Albert Park, Kimon? 
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Lyons puts his foot down !!! 


plus - Collingwood enter the A-League. Or will they? 
plus - Japan / Sweden match reviews 

plus - Joadja Creek - Oz’s oldest trophy gets resurrected 
plus - Alan Hunter - still looking for that elusive 
championship medal 


We thought we had problems - a US fan writes - see page 29 
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Remember - this is a fanzine! So don't be surpri i 
a (prised to see some fairly controversial stuff 
written over the next thirty-odd Pages. The 'SU' crew may not agree with everything that our 
contributors send in, but as fans of Oz soccer they deserve to be heard. 


Just so you know: Anything without a by-line is knocked into shape by Kevin and/or Harry 
And anything in a box is a general comment from 'SU' which conveys a view held by more ; 
than one person. Yep, we do read your letters, and any comments you have - good or 
otherwise - usually make it into these pages somewhere... 


Deadlines: tn an effort to get ‘SU' out on time each month th j 
e@ deadline for contributions is 
now the 15th of each month. {f there's nothing in the P O Box on the 15th, we'll go ta crinkon 
that day. If the box is full, it could be a day or two late... 


in this issue.... 
03 - Hype or Hyperbole + Who's coaching the coaches? 
04 - Did that REALLY happen? - Um, probably... 
06 - Miscellaneous bits - Including news of a new soccer tabloid! 
07 - Get the book out! - Yep, there's still plenty of dodgy incidents happening.. 
08 - And then there was one... So how DID Collingwood become part of the Ericsson Cup? 
10 -So, what was acheived? -'SU' looks at the matches against Japan & Sweden 7 
14 - Chasing a dream: The Alan Hunter story - Anthony Fensom talks to.. 
- “ ioe ne ~ Ewen Anderson continues the series... : 

+ Joadja Creek - Chris Kunz explai i jor signi 
20 NSW einer Lesaue Leslee abe ay this sleepy hollow has major significance 

+ First Division preview - Green Rover gives us the lowdown on NS i 
24 - How far do they travel? - Ewen Anderson wonders how many eae involved 
25 - News from the capital - Nick Guoth gives it to us again 
26 - Dear SU ~ More views from the terraces and lounge rooms of Australia, And the USII 
30 - Bulletin Board - Featuring details of some more new radio Programs in NSW and ACT 
32 - Look out for... - All the upcoming events on and off the field 


Note: Thanks to all those people who continue to give us their moral j 

1 ail & and financial support. 
Things looked a bit sticky for a while there but we are confident we can keep 'SU’ piesa a 
monthly basis for some time yet. As always, a fanzine lives or dies by the quality and quantity 
of contributions. So grab a biro, ‘cos we'll print just about anything. 
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Are we as dumb as they think we are? 


Hype or Hyperbole 


Sometimes we wonder just how stupid the authorities - and Eddie Thomson - think the fans 
are. As Sweden were about to set foot in the country our national coach perhaps thought the 
Swedes could use a bit of publicity and gushed praise about Australia’s next opponents. In 
the Feb 20 issue of ABSW Eddie literally had to pinch himself to believe who they were about 


. to play. 


"We wanted quality opposition, well now we've got it” drooled ET to John Economos. 
“And you well know where they finished in the last World Cup at USA 94. Sweden 
were super and very popular with all the crowds in the States by playing some really 
top stuff. Well Sweden is almast here now and with no less than seven of those 
players from USA 94", 

Now that sort of stuff may be fapped up by the commercial television networks who don't 
know any better but the Australian fans deserve a bit mare respect than that. Seven players 
from USA '94? Which ones? 

Thomas Ravelli and Roland Nilsson - both played every minute of all seven games at USA 
'94. Enough said. Hakan Mild - Played the vital last three games after appearing as a sub 
twice in the earlier games. Jesper Blomqvist - Played a total of 97 minutes in the tournament. 
Mikael Nilsson - Did not get on to park at any stage. Magnus Erlingmark - only appearance 
was as a sub at the 88 minute mark against Russia. 

If you think | could only find six, your right. | could be wrong, and if] am, fair enough. But the 
point of it all is that only three of the touring Swedes had any impact on events 21 months ago 
so why the charade? 

Why not tell the public how it is. Sweden, having been eliminated from the European 
Championships, are currently undergoing a difficult phase and without their big name players 
are ripe to be picked off. Here was a golden opportunity to defeat a team ranked in the top 
fifteen. Not once, but twice. It's a pity we weren't up to it. 


Are they as smart as they want us to think they are? 


Who's coaching the coaches? 


Great results at under-age level have not been followed up by adequate results at senior 
level, Which in truth means one of two things. Either our under-age teams have had an 
inflated ranking due to other countries fielding weakened combinations, or the national coach 
is failing to take our world class youngsters to the next level. 

The answer is to be found in both areas. Australia has benefitted in the past at the 
Olympic Games by having restrictions placed on their European and South American 
opponents, while at Under-20 level numerous European nations fail to compile their best 
squads, Holland and Germany are two examples that spring immediately to mind. in short, 
we're not as good as some people think we are. As for the inadequacies of the national coach, 
he is as geographically isolated as the rest of us, and is unable fo take a two hour plane trip to 
see Spain v Belgium or Italy v Croatia. So one wonders whether SocAus should have a long 
talk to Oceania and discuss the possibility of sending some coaches off to Europe for a little 
while. Let them see it close up. Oceania expects Australia to aid the Oceanic minnows, but 
who is aiding Australia? 

Unlike many Asian nations who have vast amounts of petrodollars or corporate 
sponsorship, Australia simply cannot afford to give ET and co the resources required to 
compete with teams in the top thirty-two. !f Oceania wants to make a splash in the big pool 
then they will need Australia to lead the way. Over the past couple of years, we have 
appeared unable to do that. We may not be losing respect in the eyes of others, but we are 
not making ther pay attention either. 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


On the field... 

FEBRUARY 

10 - The Socceroos are outlassed by an impressive Japan 1-4 at Wollongong. Inexplicably, 
Brisbane travel to Canberra on the same night and record an important 2-1 victory. Not 
surprisingly, only 1623 are on hand to witness it. No prizes for guessing where the rest were... 
Earlier in the day the NSW Super League kicks off with wins to Adamstown, Sutherland and 
Bonnyrigg. 

41 - Francis Awaritefe nabs a hat-trick in Marconi’s 4-1 win at South Melbourne, and lets 
Frank Arok know all about it. Remember their verbal joust back at the start of the season? 
Another VERY late goal by Kris Trajanovski is enough for UTSO to steal a 2-1 win over 
Sydney United. In NSWSL action, dumped NSL club Parramatta send a signal with a 
thumping 4-0 win away to Leichhardt Tigers, while reigning champions Warringah start their 
campaign with a 1-0 home win over Ceritral Coast. 

14 - Japan are outclassed by an impressive Australia 0-3 in Melbourne 

16 - Canberra and Newcastle play out a 5-5 draw after the Breakers had led 4-0. 

St George make a welcome return to the headlines (well, okay, fine print then) as they host 
visiting J-League newcomers Avispa Fukuoka (formerly Fukuoka Blux). A poor crowd of about 
800 sees the hosts go down 1-2. 

17 - UTSO return to the top of the Ericsson Cup table with a 3-1 victory over Marconi. 

And the good news is that just under 12,000 fans witnessed a great game of soccer. 

Adelaide City move to within a point of the top six with a precious 1-0 away win at the 
Melboume Knights. Worse still for the Knights is the news me Joe Bacak will be missing for 
roughty two months with ankle problems. 

18 - Bonnyrigg White Eagles go to the top of the NSWSL table with a 3-1 win at Canterbury, 
while Adamstown and Bankstown retain their 100% records. 

21 - Adelaide City defeat Urawa Red Diamonds 4-2. 

22 - World Cup legends Dunga and Schillaci get on the scoresheet for Jubilo Iwata in a 2-0 
win over St George Saints. 

23 - Wollongong score a rare victory with a 4-1 win over fellow strugglers Newcastle. 

24 - Urawa Reds put on a show to defeat South Australia 6-3, while in NSWSL Parramatta hit 
back from last week's loss to win 2-0 at Bonnyrigg. 

25 - Two late goals are enough for Sweden to defeat a disapponting Oz 2-0 in Brisbane, while 
down in Melbourne the Strikers are playing a 0-0 draw with Sth Melb, Make sense? 

Double celebrations at Leichhardt as UTSO stay on top with a 3-2 win over West Adelaide, 
and Kris Trajanovksi's two goals takes him to 17 for the season - enough to break the Olympic 
scoring record previously held by Marshall Soper (16 in 1982). Marconi stay on the pace with 
a 3-1 home win over Sydney United. Down in Victoria, six rounds of the Premier League 
leave two teams with 100% percent records at the top, the Heidelberg (soon to be 
Collingwood) Warriors and the Sunshine Georgies. The Warriors have scored an impressive 
23 goals in the opening six matches, with Slobodan Despotovski leading the way. Perth Glory 
still have hopes of enticing him back across the Nullabor for next season, but Collingwood may 
change all that. And finally, in the NSWSL, Bankstown are the only team with a 100% record 
following a 1-0 win over Macarthur Rams. 

27 - Urawa round off their tour of SA with a 1-0 win over West Adelaide. 

28 - 0-0 is a fair result in the second international between Australia and Sweden. 


MARCH 

1 - Newcastle severely dent the finals hopes of Sth Meib with a 4-2 win at Breakers Stadium. 
2 - Brisbane throw the minor championship race wide open with a 3-1 home win over UTSO. 
3 - A Jim Tsekenis goal after 58 seconds is enough for West Ad to beat Marconi 1-0. 
Meanwhile in Victoria the Dockerty Cup kicks off and there is a few cricket scores to report: 
Croydon City #2 Keon Park 1; Altona Magic 13 Nobei Park 0; Port Melbourne score 8, 
Westgate score 9, Westvale score 7.... 


5 - Ad City are back knocking on the door of the top six following a 2-1 win over Newcastle, 

6 - Melbourne Knights are back in business with a 3-0 win at Morwell which sees them move 
up to fourth place. Looks like they've got rid of that hangover just in time. 

8 - Newoastle stun UTSO with three goals in the last 25 minutes to win 3-0 at home. 

9 - Matthew Bingley scores a crucial goal two minutes from time to snatch a point for Marconi 
at Brisbane, enabling the Stallions to go to the top of the table. Morwell defeat Wollongong 3- 
2 to enable them to keep dreaming about making the finals. 

10 - Adelaide City's Damian Mori continues his remarkable run with 2 more goais in the 6-0 
thrashing of Canberra, taking his season tally to 21. Dockerty Cup time in Victoria again and- 
those scores keep coming: Heidelberg 10 Darebin 0; Bulleen 10 Old Scotch-Hawthorn 0; 


St Albans 9 Glenroy 1; Altona score 8, Moorabin score 12, Essendon-Brunswick get 13... 


Leichhardt Tigers go to outright !eadership in NSWSL with a 2-0 win over Rockdale. 
Warringah and Sutherland are the only undefeated teams while Macarthur Rams are yet to 
pick up a point , scoring only two goals in their first five matches. 

42 - Marconi go three points clear at the top following a regulation 3-1 win over Newcastle at 
Marconi Stadium. But the big news is in Adelaide where West Adelaide score twice in the last 
four minutes to seal a 3-0 win over high-flying Brisbane. 

13 - The Melbourne Knights are really back in business following a 2-0 win at UTSO. 
Canberra prove they will decide who makes the finals with a 1-1 against Sydney United, while 
Adelaide must sit outside the top six after they cannot win at Wollongeng. Darian Mori 
scores two more in the 3-3 draw. 

15 - West Adelaide follow up their excellent mid-week performance with a 4-0 blitz at 
Newcastle. As FourFourTwo might say, “If they could play this well alt the time they wouldn't 
be so inconsistent" 


.and off 

FEBRUARY 

g - Another first for Soccer Australia with the appointment of a woman to the board. 

Sue Baker-Finch's expertise is expected to assist soccer's administrators with negotiations at 
government level. Before you ask, her hubbie is a cousin of fan. And down in Melbourne, 
SocAus chairman David Hilt holds talks with Collingwood officials about you know what. 
Essendon & Carlton are still the media front-runners though... 

41 - The Australian soccer community is shocked by the sad death of Adelaide City marketing 
guru David Jenkins. He will be sorely missed. 

44 - Marconi president Tony Labbozzetta is back in court seeking an injunction preventing 
SocAus removing him as Marconi's representative. And those Okon payments are sifted 
through again.... Across the Tasman, Auckland decide against proceding with their bid to 
Join the Ericsson Cup. 

15 - Raul Blanco appointed Olyroo coach for the 2000 Games in Sydney. Meanwhile Emie 
Tapai (Morwell) is to sign with Adelaide City for next season, following a job transfer to SA. 

tn overseas news Paul Okon suffers a cruciate figament injury that will keep him out of the 
action until the end of the European season, and quite possibly the Olympic Games. 

Over in England, Wolves manager Mark McGhee signs Steve Corica and Zjetke Katac for the 
second time after previously taking hem to Leicester City. 

16 - Mark Sitic (Melb Knights) goes on loan to Singapore club Tiong Bahru, while Josip 
Simunic signs with the Knights after a stint at the AIS. 

20 - Sharks assistant coach Adrian Santrac is appointed to replace Raul Blanco. 

25 - I's AGM time for SocAus, and David Hill is re-elected unopposed as chairman. Financial 
records reveal a loss of $798,425 for the year, largely blamed on legai cosis. 

28 - Steve Mangos joins Morwell after lengthy problems at South Melbourne. Former Olyroo 
defender Mike Valkanis is rumoured to be considering following him. 


MARCH 

6 - Sydney Cosmos announce they wish to sign lan Rush, Don't we all... 

9 - it's official. Collingwood Warriors will join Perth Glory as new teams in the 96/97 Ericsson 
Cup competition, which Cariton joining in 97/98. Next season will see a reduction in league 
matches from 33 rounds to 26, and a number of coaches are not pleased. 
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Oz Soccer has a new ‘tabloid’!!! 
NSW and ACT readers should keep an eye out for a brand new publication from the Duntroon 
stable (the people that print some of the A-League programmes) entitled ‘INSIDE SOCCER’, and 
although 'SU' has only seen the first two issues we can already report that for $2 it is a damned 
good read and hopefully it will be distributed nationally in the very near future. 'SU' and Duntroon 
haven't exactly agreed on everything over the past six months or so (as Johnny Warren says "It's a 
game of opinions"} but we are more than happy to encourage our readers to grab a copy and see if 
it fits their needs. There is certainly no shortage of articles by and about the people who matter and 
it certainly has a far greater Australian slant than that other Oz soccer paper. 

It's early days of course, but 'INSIDE SOCCER' has the potential to do very well. Check it out! 







Hellas by any other name 

The recently concluded Grand Prix at Albert Park highlighted some interesting points. The track 
passed outside the Bob Jane Stadium; however, the race maps, the track announcers and officials 
referred to the venue as the Hellas Stadium. Blues officials would rightly point out that that is the 

club's name. But it makes a mackery of some clubs alleged policy of trying to broaden their 

support within the community. To most sports fans in Melbourne, South Melbourne are ‘Hellas' 

and no amount of pretending can change that. The announcers at the Grand Prix were stating a 
fact, and no amount of boardroom waffle will ever change that. 





The blind Jeading the blind 
Our poor old refs are copping flak again from all sides. If people aren't calling into question their 
eyesight, parentage or competence (since when has incompetence been a barrier to involvement in 
Australian soccer?) they're being called naive and innocent. Falcons coach Harry Bingham is just 
the fatest ref basher. ET of course is the master. True, Eddie Lennie should have given Graham 
Arnold THAT penaity but to say that local refs favour our opponents is way off. Is there hard 
evidence to back this up and what does ET want our men in black, green or purple to do? 
Favour the Socceroos? He was also critical of the refereeing in the first game against Japan and in 
particular the sending off of Milan Blagojevic. Why? He had already been booked and clattered 
into the back of a Japanese opponent. Okay, so he won the bail. But rule changes endorsed by 
FIFA have made this irrelevant. Any tackle from behind is punishable with a booking. It's pretty 
simple really. So how came so many players still persist with that form af tackling. Surely old 
habits aren't that hard to break... 





Great support, but whose home game was it? 

Surfing the Net, we came across the following: “No longer will Mexico, italy, Germany and other 
teams come here and make our team feel like they are playing in Azteca Stadium". 
Sound Familiar? Welt US fans are sick of their team playing home games in Los Angeles and 
Boston where the majority of fans support the opposition and have formed Sam's Army to unite all 
Yanks behind the home team. | wonder how the Socceroos feel playing home’ games where 
foreign flags outnumber Aussie ones. We still cringe when we recall the Oz / Croatia match at 
Olympic Park back in 1992... 





The little Malaccan 
It merited few column inches in the press but Heidelberg's Peter Tsolakis moved to Indonesian 
club Malacca last month. Now anyone who even has a passing knowledge of Greek wilt know that 


Malacca is a derogatory insult that refers to a habit beloved by schoolboys that leads to their 
eventual blindness. Maybe the South Melbourne fans who referred to Tsolakis by this term knew 
something we didn't. 





Thought for the month: Why does everyone pronounce Wollongong Woolengong? 


It ain't often you have to book a whole city, but that’s just one of the more 
bizarre happenings over the past month. Looks like its time once again to 


Get the book out! 


Yellow card to all the Melbourne soccer fans who didn't go to the Bob Jane Stadium to 
see Australia v Japan. It was the Socceroos first appearance in Melbourne since the World 
Cup qualifier againt New Zealand in June 1993 (no, we refuse to count that Milan match at 
Optus Oval). The attendance of just under 5,000 was pitiful. Its no use complaining that 
Sydney is allocated too many internatinals when Victorians don't bother attending the one 
rare occasion the Socceroos visit Melbourne. Some people complained that the match 
wasn't marketed property. Absolute rubbish. What do people want - a personal letter from 
David Hill cordially inviting them to attend? Maybe 'SU' deserves a yellow card for 
campaigning to bring more internationals to Melbourne. We won't bother again. 

This was a chance to show the powers that be that Melbourne is interested in the 
Socceroos but Victorians blew it. 


Yellow card to White City Woodville (SA Premier League) for sacking their new coach 
Chris Manolev on the morning of the first round of the '96 season due to player power. 
Let's face it, somebady got it awfully wrong somewhere.... And while we're in SA, a yellow 
card is in order for the SASF for their total lack of publicity for the '96 Premier and State 
League kick-off. 


Yellow cards all round for everyone involved in the Pau! Wade Grand Prix Celebrity Race 
saga, Here was a perfect opportunity for soccer to score some all too rare good publicity, 
but once again the whole thing ended ina shambles. Cosmos coach Mike Lyons wasn't at 
all pleased that Wadey would be in Melbourne while the rest of the squad were in Adelaide 
preparing for the match against Adelaide City, and that is probably fair enough. Wade was 
understandably annoyed that he was forced to chose between playing for the Cosmos and 
competing in the celebrity race. We don't have access to airline timetables, but we assume 
that he couldn't have caught a plane to Adelaide after the race to enable him to take part in 
both activities. Maybe the Cosmos were concemed at the possibility of serious injury to 
Wade. Does his contract state he must avoid ‘dangerous activities’. There are plenty of 
arguments for both sides, and there is probably no right or wrong answer. 

But it seems a shame that once again soccer has aired its dirty tinen in public. 


Yellow card to the VSF for their Dockerty Cup format this season. Having a round-robin in 
the early stages is fine in theory, but what is the point of including Premier League teams 
with - for want of a better term - the scrubbers? Cricket scores have resulted in numerous 
fixtures, and as we've stated in these pages previously, double-figure scores prove nothing 
to either team. Alt it does is prevent the fans from seeing a real contest. 

As Australia's oldest cup competition, the Dockerty Cup deserves far more respect. 


Red card to Ronald Dale Barassi and other elements of the AFL ‘cheer squad! who refuse 
to believe that different sports can co-exist, and sometimes even help each other. 
Obviously Barassi and his mates have no idea how things work in other countries, 
particularly in Europe, where sporting clubs have a variety of operations under the one 
umbrella. Perhaps he could talk to people like Andrew Gaze who have witnessed first hand 
how the system works, enabling far greater marketing possiblities. 

The paranoia of the AFL surrounding the moves of Carlton, Essendon, Collingwood and 
Richmond to enter the Ericsson Cup was nothing short of laughable. Surely they must 
realise that nothing will replace AFL as the premier sport in Australia's southern states. 

Not even the world game. 
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ft has certainly been an interesting time in Melbourne over the past few months as 
the race for a spot in next season's Ericsson Cup hotted up. ‘Studs Up‘ looks at how it 
all went wrong for so many of the applicants, and considering there were originally 23 
interested parties, why in the end, Soccer Australia didn't have much choice at all. 


And then there was one.... 


After all the hype of bids by Essendon Raiders, Carlton, Sydney Cosmos and Manly- 
Warringah we were left with a 'new A-League team - the Collingwood Warriors - which brought 
together the Melbourne (previously Heidelberg) Warriors and the legendary AFL club 
Collingwood. The cloak and dagger process left everybody confused as to which bid(s) would 
ultimately be successful and merited inclusion. We were all justifiably proud that some of the 
biggest names in Australia were considering fielding a team in the A-League, but one by one 
the bids fell by the wayside like dominces. 

We learnt that the Brisbane Broncos bid was a non-starter because SocAus were satisfied 
with the progress made by the Strikers. The Manly-Warringah bid was also stillborn when it 
was revealed that they led SocAus to believe they had the support of local junior soccer clubs 
when in fact they hadn't. Despite the blind optimism of Ray Gatt, the Sydney Cosmos bid also 
looked fruitless unless the A-League was to be increased to 16 teams. Their announcement 
that they had started negotiations with Liverpooi striker lan Rush was a last desperate bid for 
attention. But it would be premature to write off the fledgling club. It is believed that SocAus 
does think favourably of the Cosmos and their tine may come. Whether they'll need to 
change their name is another matter. 


This left the eyes of the soccer world focussed on Melbourne. There too, the bids toppled 
out of contention. It was virtually impossible to glean any information on any bid, particularly 
from the mysterious Carlton submission. Essendon teamed up with the Thomastown Zebras 
and seemed most likely to succeed. However the bid foundered around the fact that the 
Shise of Whittlesea is in the process of building a new stadium for the Zebras in Epping in 
Melbourne's north. Essendon was loathe to fund a bid when the team wouldn't be playing in 
its locality. In addition, the sorry state of the Zebras following the merger between 
Thomastown and the Melbourne Zebras had left the club in need of a huge injection of capital. 
The Zebras president Joe Mirrabella may have thought he had found a sugar daddy but 
Essendon wasn't prepared to put up the cash. The bid by State League club Bulleen was a 
non-starter, Funded by construction millionaire Bruno Grollo, the club couldn't escape the 
restrictions of its narrow support base, leaving Bruno to concentrate on trying to construct the 
warld's tallest building. 

With the other applicants finding obstacles aplenty, Carlton was left as the overwhelming 
favourite, yet their bid was so secretive and mysterious there was doubt it existed at alli Two 
days before the announcement they too pulled out citing a commitment to build a new $8 
million grandstand at their Optus Oval complex that would not allow them to field a team in the 
96/97 season. This left Collingwood Warriors to join the competition virtually by default, after it 
was widely rumoured that Collingwood had initially submitted a bid with (e+NSL club) 
Heidelberg fearing they may be ieft behind in the rush by other AFL ciubs to fieid teams in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

The basics were promising. Collingwcod is an inner-city suburb, but the bulk of the club's 
support is based in the northern suburbs - Heidelberg territory. They envisaged using the 
Warriors home at Olympic Village as a social club base. This made the announcement that 
the club would be playing at Collingwood's Victoria Park a tittle curious. Victoria Park is an 
antiquated stadium built in 4892 that is In no way a better venue than Suncorp Stadium or 
Bruce Stadium. Or for that matter Bob Jane Stadium! Itis, naturally, an AFL venue that 
would require major redevetopment in order to reach A-League standard. Early reports 
suggest the pitch will be marked out adjacent to the Social Ciub. 

In addition, it doesn't have the floodlights required for A-League soccer. This is an amazing 
about-face by David Hill & co, considering Heidelberg were (correctly) vilified for not having any 
floodlights at Olympic Village. Hil} announced Collingwood Warriors would play their games 
during the afternoon but such a basic requirement (floodiights} should be compulsory. 


















Hill also advised that Collingwood will have an upper-hand in the partnership with 
the Melbourne Warriors. It is hoped that this will be the case, but we can't help but be 
a bit dubious. Collingwood spokesman Rob Petrie was quoted in the Melbourne press 
as stating that the committee would consist of four board members from each club. 

He could-not nominate who was likely to represent Collingwood, although he expected 
to be one of the four. The other three, he assumed, would come from the current 
Collingwood board. This uncertainty only lends weight to suggestions they didn't really 
expect their application to be successful. When 'SU' contacted Petrie he suggested 
the commitee would be established in the next two or three weeks. 

That is not the end of Collingwood's problems. The AFL (in particular Ross Oakley 
and lan Collins) are extremly concerned the Pies may be in breach of the licensing 
agreement that states that clubs won't "carry on any other business similar to the 
licensed operations”. Collingwood's case revolves around their belief that Australian 
rules and soccer are not ‘similar but the AFL chiefs are not convinced. 

Discussions continue, but our spies insist that the AFL’s stand on this matter may 
provide Collingwood with a convenient excuse to pull out of the Warriors deal should 
financial obligations become unrealistic. 


The success of the new club will almost certainly hinge on the support it gets from 
the wider sporting community. If the pubtic senses this is Heidelberg reincarnated 
under a new name the new venture is doomed to failure. Collingwood Football Club is 
the most famous and popular sporting club in Australia although it is far from the most 
successful, having won only three premierships in the past 60 years. Additionally, it is 
the most loved and reviled club in Victoria, and if the 'new Warriors can tap into the 
fanaticism of the Collingwood support they will be a resounding success. In reality, 
they will need to. As we've stated, the mere mention of Collingwood poiarises the 
Melboume sporting public, with most people hating them! It is hard to imagine any 
‘swinging spectators’ deciding to follow the tearn they love to hate. 

David Hill also announced that Cariton wili be included into the A-League in the 
4997/98 season, but will enter a team in the Victorian Youth League in an effort to build 
from the bottom up. This creates the worrying problem of whether the Ericsson Cup will 
be expanded to 16 teams to accomodate the Biues. As ‘SU' has pointed out on many 
occasions, the league should not under any circumstances become too Sydney / 
Melbourne based again. If the inclusion of Carlton is matched by the inclusion of 
another Sydney club this would lead to 50% of the league's clubs being based in our 
two largest cities. This would be a backward step. A more sensible policy would be to 
include Carlton, Manly or Sydney Cosmos only on the proviso that a Sydney or 
Melbourne club is dumped from the league. There will be some concerned clubs in 
Victoria and New South Wales next year. 


Conflict of interest? _What else could it be? 
Way back in issue 7 we raised a query over the role played on the SocAus board by 
South Melbourne president George Vasilopoulos, and the selection process that 

culminated with the choice of Heidelberg (oh, all right then, Collingwood Warriors) has 

only raised further queries. George may well have been perfectly impartial. We are 
certainly not calling the man's integrity into question here. But you've got to admit, to 
the average outsider, it looks bad. With Cariton and Essendon withdrawing their bids 
for next season, SocAus couldn't go to 16 teams with any confidence, and having 
trumpetted about the quality of a number of bids could hardly do a backflip and retain 
the present format (i.e. twelve teams), resulting in relegation for one of the incumbent 
clubs, The Sydney bids were possibly superior but that raised other ‘geographical 
spread’ problems, so a Melbourne winner was always on the cards. And that jeft 
Heidelberg or Bulleen. 

Having said all of that though, reports were rife that Carlton, Essendon and 
Collingwoad alt made enquiries regarding ground-sharing at Bob Jane Stadium, and it 
is impossible to believe that George Vasilopoulos was not privy to those discussions. 
Like we said, to the average outsider, it fooks bad. 





at 


The fans, the players and the coaching staff have been crying out for 
internationai matches against real opposition for so long we'd almost given up. 
Suddenly, Japan arrived with a squad not far removed from their best 
combination while Oz made do with what was available. 


So, what was acheived? 


Australia v Japan - Feb 10, 1996 (at Brandon Park, Wollongong) 
Australia v Japan - Feb 14, 1996 (at Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne) 


Or should that be Australia 'B' v Japan? The record books will show that Japan 
defeated Australia by four goals to one but any casuai supporter will teil you that very few of 
the starting line-up would be seriously considered for a spot in a ’crunch' World Cup 
qualifier. Eddie Thomson claimed that these friendly matches provided him with an 
opportunity to see the loca! based players up against quality opposition. One wonders why 
some games weren't scheduled against touring J-League combinations which feature some 
of the best players ever to visit these shores. But that is another story... Perhaps Mike 
Cockerill summed it up best when he said “The decision not to select any expatriates, and 
at the same time promote the game as a serious intemational, again amounted to treafing 
the Australian public with contempt". 

Selection whinges aside, the Japanese showed how far they have come since they last 
visited Oz with‘some excellent passing movements and build-up work from the back 
although their finishing again proved to be their achilles heel. 

The expulsion of Blagojevic early in the second haif was undoubtedly a crucial blow for 
the hosts, but Japan showed exactly how to play with eleven against ten and it would be 
difficult to argue with the final scoreline given the amount of possession the Asians enjoyed. 
Unfortunately, ET didn't see it that way. 

"Give or take a couple of silly goals and the ten man situation, it wasn't that bad a 
result’, he was quoted as saying. Really Eddie? Are you going to say that if we are 1-3 
down after the first leg of the Asian play-off in November '97? C'mon! Stop taking the 
public for mugs. Okay, so you don't have to publicly lambast the players in front of the 
media but to tell the fans you're not overly concerned is exactly the sort of reason many 
fans wouldn't shed tears if you were replaced as national coach. 


The squad was always going to be undermanned, but even so, the permutations 
conjured up by ET hardly inspired the fans. The selection of Markovski, given his below-par 
form in the Ericsson Cup was a gamble that failed miserably. It should be remembered 
that Knights coach lan Dabson had threatened 'Big John’ with demation to the reserves, 
and even though his ciub teammate Joe Spiteri was unavailable through tonsilitis for the 
first match, the idea of playing Mori in a wide midfield role is questionable considering his 
goalscoring record in the domestic competition. Even stranger, UTSO's Kris Trajanovski 
was left out of the squad. Why? Along with Mori he has been brilliant this season yet 
hasn't received a call-up. In fact with Wade and Blagojevic in the midfield, Australia lined 
up with only three genuine attacking players.- Mori, Trimboli and the ineffective Markovski. 
Tactically, we were naive as possible. Ludicrously, we persisted with a five man defence. 
In theory, our three man central defensive partnership of Ivanovic, Tobin and Popovic 
allowed the full backs (Hooker and Bingley) to attack at will. Theory is fine and the likes of 
Craig Moore and Jason Van Blerk would do that but Hooker and Bingley stayed rooted to 
their spots marking no-one. To play with that level of emphasis on defence against an 
Asian team on Oz soil is difficult to accept. 


The second match in Meibourne was a complete contrast with the inclusion of Spiteri 
making a huge difference. His willingness to run all night placed the Japan defence under 
sufficient pressure to prevent them from using the patient build-up that destroyed us in 
Wollongong. His partner for the second match, Morwell's Warren Spink, was forced off the 
field after 26 minutes after a clash of heads but his replacement, Paul Trimboti, proved yet 


again he is one of the most creative players in the country and we can only ponder why he 
is not a permanent member of the starting line-up. His backheel to set up Bingley for the 
third goal was a further sign that he must be included in future matches. 

Goran Lozanovski is another player worth mentioning. His role in the Melbourne match 
was to play as an attacking full-back, and it may well be that is where ET sees him come 
1998. Aiter all, he is effectively competing with Robbie Slater for the right sided midfield 
slot, but Goran must surely be biroed in for a midfield spot for Atlanta, so why the 
experiment with the Olympic play-offs only three months away? 


Australia took the lead when Mori headed into an empty net after the Japanese 'keeper 
Maekawa misjudged a high bail near the edge of the box. The goal completely transformed 
the hosts into a confident, aggressive team and Japan simply had no answer. We watched 
- almost in shock - as Australia ruthlessly ground Japan into submission and it was no 
surprise when Spiteri doubled the lead after good work from Popovic. Bingley's goal had us 
thinking about a rout, but 3-0 will do us any day, although you'd have to question how bath 
Australia and Japan could play in such totally alternate fashions in the space of four days. 
As we've said before, if they were horses, the stewards would swab ‘em. 


Australia v Sweden - Feb 25, 1996 (at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 
Australia v Sweden - Feb 28, 1996 (at Sydney Football Stadium) 


No Slater, no Tiatto, no Ravelli. Unfortunately a virus had led to Robbie Slater's long 
awaited comeback being put off for a couple of days and the two other crowd pleasers in 
Tiatto and Ravelli were similarly absent. Australia settled down comfortably with Lozanovski 
licensed to attack on the flanks and Damian Mori stuck in a wide midfield position (again!) 
that doesn't suit him. Surely his goals with Adelaide City mean he deserves a striking role. 
Euroroo Graham Amold had a difficuit time trying to trouble the Swedes when no support 
was forthcoming from midfield. Too often we resorted to hopeful hoofs out of defence, 
unable to construct anything in the midfield. After a dull twenty minutes that saw Hakan . 
Mild booked for fouting Blagajevic, Lozanovski finally began to get some possession. One 
inswinging corner saw Arnold thump a header towards goal only for Bengt Andersson to 
dive down well and save. Almost immediately Arnie's delicate over-head flick sent Spiteri 
into the box only for his shot to go wide. 

Australia was competing physically against the visitors and Spiteri in particular was 
enjoying himself running at the Swedes. Hooker (at left back) was coping well with the 
talented and tali Alexandersson. Half an hour into the game Kalac was finally called on to 
make a save when he comfortably held Mild's shat. This period was undoubtably the high 
point in the series for Australia. Seconds later an Alexandersson cross confused Kalac who 
stayed on his line and the ball hit Tobin's thigh before rolling just wide of the upright. 


Tommy Svensson might seem like a kindly old uncle but he does possess an astute 
tactical mind. Realising that Australia were playing only two up front, he encouraged his two 
left backs in Roland and Mikael Nilsson to attack at will. In addition, Milan Blagojevic was 
marked out of the game leaving Lozanovski, Amold and Spiteri starved of opportunities. 
Jason Polak replaced Paul Wade but proved ineffectual. 


The early second half provided a sign of things to come when Ivanovic lost possession 
to Andersson. Andersson passed to Alexandersson whose shot on goal went wide. At this 
point the Socceroos were doing just enaugh to keep the Swedes at bay through a 
combination of luck and courage. The blond Andreas Andersson was running rampant and 
E.T. responded by replacing Lozanovski with Muscat. [t was ‘batten down the hatches and 
hope for a draw time. Kalac saved low from Roland Nilsson who was particularly 
outstanding at right back. A fone Aussie salvo saw Mori chopped off at the knees by 
Karlsson but Arnotd shot well over from the resultant free kick. 


ot 


Several minutes from the end the Swedes got the breakthrough they deserved. 
The tong-haired Andersson slalomed past two Aussies then threaded the bali to the 
averlapping Lucic whose pass was headed onto the post by substitute Wibran. 
With Kalac beaten, Andersson slotted home the rebound. 

Worse was to follow when a long Roland Nilsson ‘hoof rolled harmlessly toward Zeljko 
Kalac. Kalac mis-timed his kick and instead of hitting the Wally Lewis statue outside Lang 
Park, it went straight to a Swede who calmly passed to Andersson (via an Ivanovic 
deflection) who then scored his and Sweden's second goal. 


On to Sydney, and ET is nothing if not a brave man. The fans favourite Robbie Siater 
finally made it onto the field to loud cheers. Danny Tiatto was played on the left side of 
midfield in a position that demanded he mark Alexandersson as well as attack. !t proved a 
total faiture with an early Wibran shot into the side netting an early taste of what was to 
come. Spiteri and Amold were chasing lost causes with Tiatto lost in his ‘new rote. Kalac 
made amends for his Brisbane blunder by brilliantly saving from Wibran. Spiteri showed 
his frustration by giving the mad Swede Ravelti a backhander when the ‘keeper leapt to 
catch a cross. Ivanovic was trying to inject some life into the Socceroos but was 
dispossessed by Andersson who - after exchanging passes with Lucic - was denied by a 
brilliant Tiatto sliding tackle. The hosts were indebted to Kalac again when a deep 
Alexandersson comer fell to the unmarked Lucic whose volley was tipped over by the 
*keeper. 

By now Australia was at the mercy of the Swedes and both Andersson and 
Alexandersson’had shots blocked. It was an inept performance by the Socceroos with lack 
of numbers in midfield making it impossible to string more than two passes tagether. 
Elementary errors were numerous and Tiatto in particular was given a chasing by 
Alexandersson. It was unfair to play him in a position that demanded too much. it's alright 


for Thommo to use a 3-5-2 system when the right players are available or, as inthe second ~ 


Japan game, Australia has most of the possession, but against quality teams it is doomed 
to failure. As in the first half of this game, Sweden's domination made it difficult for O2's 
three man defence. 


The desperately needed changes at half time somewhat stemmed the Swedish tide. 
Polak was moved to left back while Tiatto was moved into midfield where he could run at 
the oppostion without marking an opponent. Robbie Stater succumbed to his hamstring 
injury and made way for Lozanovski. It was sad not to see the Red Baron give the public 
the show we all expected. !t also brought into question his inclusion in the first place. 
if he wasn't fully fit why was he asked to fly halfway around the worid to play 45 minutes? 
it was a question his club manager Harry Redknapp was asking. 

The tactical changes nearly paid off handsomely in the 60th minute. A great Lozanovski 
cross across the face of the goal eluded everyone and fell to Arnold. Amold cut inside 
Hakan Mild who promptly tripped him before he could shoot. Amazingly, referee Eddie 
Lennie waved play on for a reason only he could answer, Sixteen minutes before the end, 
Trimboli replaced Tiatto. Spiteri continued his feud with Ravelli when attempting to push 
Roland Nilsson onte the 'keeper as he came to collect a cross. i brought an angry 
response from Ravelli who questioned Spiteri's sanity (the pot calling the kettle biack?). 
Smokin’ Joe showed he had lost his cool when he was booked only seconds later for a foul 
on Jacobson. 


The game had now become more open. A Lozanovski free kick fell to Arnold who, six 
yards out, toe-poked a great chance to Ravelli. Almost immediately a deep Roland Nilsson 
cross found Wibran who (like Ourakovic in the very same spot against Canada in 1993) 
headed over Kalac but wide of the goaj, The last minute of the game yielded the series’ 
most incredible near-miss when yet another Lozanovski cross iroubled the Swedisn 
defence. Ravelli came out to collect but Roland Nilsson beat him to it and deflected the 
cross past his ‘keeper. Ravelli changed direction and despite the driving rain was able to 
jam the ball between his torso and the post, somehow preventing a goai when the sodden 
surface almost demanded he stide across the goal-line as the ever-alert Spiteri slid in 
menacingly. 


In summary, it's difficult to know where the Australian national team is heading. There 
are a number of prominent people putting forward all sorts of theories as to how ET can 
make best use of the available resources, with many favouring the option of giving our 
Olyroos as much internationa! experience as possible, But it's difficult to justify putting the 
Olyroos on the park under the banner of Socceroos. While it is crucial they receive as 
much serious match practice as possible before May 26, it is equally important that our 
world ranking does not suffer in the meantime. David Hill is not the only administrator 
smart enough to work out that a higher ranking will ensure a higher seeding at major 
tournaments (and in the case of the Europeans, qualifying groups), so Australia's chances 
of attracting ‘quality opposition’ will plummet should our ranking do likewise. 

} guess that was the saddest part about the four matches in February. Four victories 
would have seen us rocket up the rankings and give SocAus every chance of receiving a 
few acceptances to the dozens of invitations issued around the world. Prospective 
opponents don't have time to watch videos of Oz matches to see if we are worthy 
opponents. They just read the results. And sadly for Australia, our results are not good. 


On the bright side, Australia gets a chance to hit the world headlines with a glamour 
flriendly against Scotland on March 27. SBS have come to the party with a live telecast so 
make sure you check your guides, set the alarm clock and prey our ex-pats can put ona 
show to make the Oz media sit up and take notice. Wouldn't it be nice to see soccer on 
the front page for the first time since November 1993.... 


Results / starting line-ups 

Feb 10 v Japan 1-4 Awaritefe 87 

Feb 14 v Japan 3-0 Mori 15, Spiteri 70, Bingley 74 
Feb 24 v Sweden 0-2 ; 
Feb 28 vSweden 0-0 ; 

Jap Jap Swe Swe 
Frank Juric (Melb. Knights) Xx 

Jason Petkovie (Adelaide City) Xx 

Zeljko Kalac (Wolverhampton W.) Xx x 


Matthew Bingley (Marconi) 
‘Robert Hooker (West Adelaide) 
Dominic Longo (Marconi) 

Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) 
Tony Popovic (Sydney Utd) 

Alex Tobin (Adelaide City} 

Kevin Muscat (South Metbourne) 


xxK KK 
xxx KG 
KKK OK 


Jason Polak (Brisbane Strikers) 
Paul Wade (Canberra Cosmos) 
Milan Biagojevic (UTS Olympic) 
Damien Mori (Adelaide City) 
Goran Lozanovski (Adelaide City} 
Robbie Slater (West Ham United) 
Danny Tiatto (Melbourne Knights) 


m~ XK 


KK KK 
xm«w KK KM KK KM 


John Markovski (Melbourne Knights) 
Paul Trimboti (South Melbourne) 

Warren Spink (Morwell Falcons) x 
Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights) Xx x x 
Graham Arnold (NAC Breda) x x 


x 


Note: The expected line-up in Glasgow is as follows: Bosnich; Zetic, Moore, 
Popovic, T.Vidmar, Van Blerk; Slater, Horvat, Corica; Arnold, A.Vidmar 


Chas ing a dream: 
The Alan Huonter story 


Anthony Fensom reports on one of Australia’s most durable defenders 


Every successful football team relies not only upon the glamorous strikers, creative 
midfielders and eccentric goalkeepers, but also upon a solic defensive unit, capable of both 
defending and supporting the team's attacking forays. AC Milan has Maldini and Baresi, 
Manchester United Pallister and Bruce. In Australian football, players of the calibre of Tony 
Popovic, Alex Tobin, Andrew Marth, Milan Ivanovic and Atan Hunter are the foundations of 
their respective teams. Such defensive players have very important roles in the modern 
game: not only containing the opposition, but also contributing to the team's attack. For the 
Brisbane Strikers, the player who most embodies the "never say die” attitude in defence is 
300 game veteran Alan Hunter. 

Afan Hunter is a player who has achieved many successes during his playing career, 
including representing Australia at the 1988 Seoul Ciympics, and winning the NSL and 
Docherty Cups. However the one item still missing from the trophy cabinet is a National 
League championship medai. Having achieved so much, 31 year old Hunter is determined 
to continue playing until this goa! has been reached. His record suggests that the rest of 
the league should start paying attention. 


Alan Hunter was born in Northern Ireland, his father a Northern Ireland schoolboy 
striker. At four years of age, his family moved to Brisbane, where Alan played for the 
Brisbane side Acacia Ridge until aged 16. The Brisbane Lions then signed Hunter, where 
he played for one year in the Grisbane first division before the Lions joined the National 
league in 1981. While at the Brisbane Lions, Hunter collected an NSL Cup winners medat 
in 1981 and was also named the Australian under-21 player of the year. The Lions, 
however, did not remain long in the National league and in 1986 Hunter joined an 
ambitious Heidelberg in Melbourne. 

Heidelberg were successful in winning the Dockerty Cup (Victorian State competition) in 
1986-87, before the team began to slide and Alan Hunter changed clubs again, this time 
moving to Sydney Croatia. Simultaneously, Hunter represented Australia against 
Czechoslovakia in 1987, the national team playing three games with the results of 0-1, 1-0 
and 1-1. Alan Hunter's most memorable moment however was his selection in the 1988 
Seoul Olympies squad, where Australia achieved perhaps it's most impressive resuit in 
football history : a 1-0 victory over a full-strength Yugoslavia. The Australians reached the 
quarter finals, where unfortunately the professionai Russians outplayed the part-time 
Socceroos 3-0. 


After the pinnacle of the Olympics, Hunter decided to retire from the national team, 
largely due to his family commitments and the on-going conflict between Arok and 
Thomson. The riext highlight in Alan's career was the 1988 National League grand final 
between Sydney Croatia and Marconi, played in front of a record grand final crowd of 
approximately 25,000. The match was tied at full-time, and then 2-1 to Croatia with only 
minutes remaining. Sydney Croatia at that tine had players of the calibre of Robbie Slater, 
Graham Amotd, Jennings and Hunter. In virtually the tast attack of the game Marconi sent 
@ long bail into the box for Frank Farina, Hunter's future team-mate. According to Hunter, 
Farina made an acrobatic dive far the referee and Marconi won the penalty shoot-out to 
clinch the title. 

Fallowing the grand final toss, the Sydney Croatia dream-team began to dissipate with 
Slater and Arnold finding greener pastures overseas. Hunter received offers from a number 
of overseas clubs, and in 1990 trialled with Sparta Rotterdam, the Dutch first division club. 
Unluckily for Allan, he broke a leg while playing for Heereenveen and he returned to 
Australia without the overseas contract. 


Upon his return, Hunter was loaned out by Sydney Croatia to the Parramatta Eagtes, then 
coached by Raul Blanco. Hunter again won the NSL Cup with the Eagles, this time against 
Preston Makedonia, before the Eagles finally bought Hunter from Croatia for $18,000. A few 
weeks after signing for the Eagles, Brisbane United offered $24,000 to the Eagles, and Hunter 
retumed to his home state. 


Having played for Brisbane United and now the Strikers for the last four seasons, Hunter 
believes that the current squad offers the best prospects for Brisbane's first national league 
championship. One of the’reasons for the Strikers success this season is the fact that Steve 
Jackson, Farina, Danny Wright, Hunter and Rod Brown ail played together as juniors. This 
experience has been coupled with Hunter's desire to win a championship medal before age 
catches up with the die-hard defender. 

“t want fo win a grand final....The reason why Brisbane has been so much more 
successful this season is players in the right spot - Farina and Brown up front, Troy 
(Cranney} and Polak in midfield and Jacko sweeping." 


According to Hunter, having more experienced players in addition to a professional set-up 
tivalling his experiences in Europe (dieticians, gym trainers etc.) has been crucial towards 
improving the club's dismal! away record, The chairmanship of David Hill has begun the slow 


Australian sports fans and even attracting the interest of rival codes. Football's 
internationalism should be marketed to young players, as it is one of the game's great assets 
over the more provincial games of Rugby league and AFL, according to Hunter. 

"We play a game that's played in more countries than any other sport, yet we don't have 
the Juxury of automatically playing in the World Cup. If | was a sixteen year-old and someone 
told me, no matter how good you become, you'll never be able to represent Australia, | would 

seriously consider changing sports.” 


process toward professionalism in the teague, restoring the game's credibility in the eyes of a) 


The lesson from Alan Hunter to younger players is: chase your dreams, practise hard and 
excel at your strengths (become the best at what you're good at - in Hunter's case heading), 
and one day you too may be able to achieve your goals. Hunter's determination te succeed 
and win that championship medai has led Brisbane to a top three spot in the league at time of 
writing. The impressive 3-1 victory over UTS Olympic was the best ninety minutes of football 
this scribe has seen at Suncorp Stadium all season, not to mention the ‘tactical battle’ of the 
over-priced Sweden game. While Brisbane's unbeaten run of twelve games came to a halt 
against West Adelaide (losing 3-0), the prospects of clinching that first title remain in reach. 
Away matches against the might of Sydney United and the champions, the Melbourne 
Knights, will test the real mettle of the Strikers. One player who will not be found wanting in 
the Strikers hour of need will be Alan Hunter, who needs only one more goat to reach 50 
national league goals, an excellent record for a defender. 

















One off, all off? 
if you want obscure teams the Victorian Amateur League is the place to be. Hot on the 
heels of the Tower of Babylon comes the Scottish CFMEU (that's the Construction, Forestry, 
Mining and Engineering Union for those that don't read the quality papers}. Will there be a 
more fearsome sight than facing the Scottish unionists this year? Referees in particular will 
have a confusing time. Showing the red card to a player could bring the reply of "Now listen 
sef, its one off, all off. The coach must dread a demarcation dispute and risk possible strike 

action from forwards if defenders decide to join the attack, although forwards would be ecstatic 

at not being allowed to defend. Smoke breaks at hourly intervals, double time on Sundays and 

overtime for Cup ties that go into extra time - the possiblities are endless. 
Perhaps Brendan Schwab could be persuaded to give 'em a call... 


at 


Programme review 


We at SU are more than impressed with the response that has seen many programmes being received 
for review. If your club has not been seen yet it is only because of the three programmes per issue - 
restriction that exists. Everybody will be reviewed. This month we are able to bring you our second 
non A League issue, an International game and an A League club. So a good mix this time round. 
Please remember, if on your travels at any game you see a programme, send it to our resident 
reviewer and we'll make sure it is included. Our reviewer can be found at the following address:~- 


Ewen Anderson, PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 


Someone wrote to me recently saying that they were interested in putting together a programme for their local club's 
forthcoming winter season. Having not done anything like this before, they sought some guidance on the type of articles 
etc that should be included. There is no easy answer because a lot depends on resources, budget, expectations and much 
more. My response was to look at all sorts of topics, but firstly to focus on the definition of what a programme is. It is ‘a 
written or printed list of events, performers etc in a public performance’. That sounds easy enough. However, spectators 
have come to expect much more from their soccer programme. So rather than repeat my letter totally, I thought that I 
would look through my extensive collection of programmes and find the (almost) perfect issue. I have reviewed this on 
page 18, Judge for yourself what sort of publication it is and whether it meets the needs of the customers. 


Australia v Sweden - Feb 25 & 28, 1996 (Brisbane & Sydney) 


AP 28 pages (8 pp of ads) - Size 210mm x 296mm 


An eye catching full colour cover. This "Collector's Edition” covers both games. The dates of the two 
games are clearly shown on the front cover along with the venues. Australia v Sweden is in blue with 
a yellow border on a red background which runs sideways along the right edge. A picture of Jason 
Polak on the cover along with details of the contents are featured on the cover. But why is this a 
Collector's Edition? Was there a normal edition as well? This one cost 
$6, although no price was shown on the cover. The programme seller 
lost the plot when I asked if she would take Swedish Kronor in 


payment! 


Cover - Full colour. See above for details. 2 - Full colour ad for the Indian Tourist 
Officel 3 - Chairman's message. A fairly interesting read from David.4 & 5 - 
Welcome Svenska Fotbollforbundet! A 2 page nun down on Swedish football. An 
interesting read. 6 - Ad. 7 - Messages from the Swedish FA President and Swedish 
Ambassador. 8 & 9 - Ads. 10 - Feature & photos on Women's soccer, 11 - Women's 
squads for curtain raisers for both games. 12 & 13 - 2 pages of pen pictures and 
photos of Australian squad. 14 & 15 - Team line ups. 16 & 17 - Swedish Pen 
pictures & 6 photos. 18 & 19 - Damian Mori feature & photos, But no mention of 
‘that’ goal. 20 & 21 - Ads. 22 & 23 - To be a Socceroo. The steps to take. 24 - Pen 
pictures and photos of both teams officials. 25 - A talk with Tormmy Svensson. 26 - 
The Australian Anthem. 27 & 28 - Ads. 





Not a bad programme although very pricey. Proof reading doesn't seem to be a strong point of some 
programme issuers. Morewell (as in Falcons) being just one example. There are though 7 articles to 
read plus the 2 double page pen picture spreads. All the ads were in full colour but the rest of the 
programme with the exception of the excellent cover is B & W. 


Melbourne Warriors v Port Melbourne Sharks - Jan 13, 1996 


20 pages (11.75 pp of ads) Size: 209mm x 297mm 
(This issue also included a 12 page newsletter which featured some substantial reading) 


I was more than pleasantly surprised when this programme came through the letterbox. I have seen 
past issues from Heidelberg Utd (if in fact they were issued) and this is a 1000% improvement. It is 
very informative. It has good reading matter and it is a quality production being printed on glossy 
paper with colour photos ir places. It does have too many ads. But, that aside, many A League clubs 
could try to emulate this publication. The Warriors have accepted their demotion and are trying to put 
everything right both on and off the field in order to present a good case for re admission to the top 
flight. If the programme is a sign of things to come, then they are on the right path. 


Cover - Is bold and clearly states the match details. Has full colour photo. 


2 - Club directory and a message from the President which is focused Melbourne Warriors _ 
and pleasant to read. 3 - Club Corner, Demotion - a blessing in disguise? Soccer Club 
+ad.4- Ads. 5 - The women's team + ad. 6 & 7 - Ads. 8 - Trivia Quiz Ge nin name 

4 [cial Match Day Progracime 


based on an old photo plus ad for next home game. 9 - Team line ups + Vot$.Ne.t 


ad. 10 & 11 - Double page spread of the squad. Colour photos and 
player info. 12/13/14/15/16/17/18 - Ads, 19 - Club membership 


application form. 20 - Ad. 


The newsletter presumably will not come with each issue. Issue 
1, (Dec 95), was printed on glossy paper and was the same 
size as the programme. There were five good articles to read 
plus the President's contribution. In case you were wondering, 
the club maintained the standard for the next issue. In fact it 


Melbourne Warriors 


v's 
had 4 more pages. Still a lot of ads (12.5 pp), but the Port Melbourne Sharks 


programme is going in the right direction. I look forward to 


Kick OF - 249m 
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seeing more issues as the season progresses. 


Sydney United v Morwell Falcons - Nov 25, 1995 
32 pages (16.75 pp of ads) Size 207mm x 296mm 


- Another programme from the Duntroon Stable. A similar format to the Marconi and South Melbourne 


issues which means plenty of reading and photos. But why was this game being played in the 
Australian NSL and not the A League or Ericsson Cup? On with the review! 


SYDNEY, UNITED | 


MORWELL FALCONS | 
Aare bs Seams 3 Meme 1998 





Cover - Match details clear. Spot colour used plus action photo.2 - Ad. 3 - 
Editorial + club directory. 4 & 5 - Article + photos on Ante Moric. 6 - Ad. 
7 ~ Robbie Markovac photo & interview. 8 - Ad 9 - 2 player profiles. 10 - 
Ad. 11 - Culina’s Column + ad. 12 - Ad. 13 - Promoting the next home 
game (v Cosmos). 14/15 - Stats & figures. Scorers, tables, results, 
appearances etc, Includes youth team results, 16/17 - Team squads and 
likely line ups. Last 6 results & prediction. 18 - Feature on Harry Bingham 
+ photos. 19/20/21/22 - Ads, 23 - Fixture list & results + ads. 24 - Ad. 25 - 
Ante Milicic photo . 26 - Ads. 27 - Match details in detail. 28/29/30/31/32 
~ Ads. 


Certainly one of the better A League programmes. Too many 
ads for my liking, otherwise not a bad buy! Does tend to look a 
bit too much like the Marconi and South Melbourme issues 
which deprives it of its own individuality. 
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In this article, Chris Kunz looks at the March 23 and 24 open days 
and special soccer match at Joadja - and a possible new and 
deserving home for the historic trophy itself. 























in 1887 the newly formed Southern Cross Footbail Club of Joadja Creek, near Berrima 
in NSW, played a home match against a Sydney selection for the 'Atkinson Price 
Challenge Cup Season 1887' - see photos. 

Joadja Creek (today pronounced Joe-add-ja) was a town and workplace for shale and oil 
miners of mostly Scottish descent, and their families - around 1,200 people. The fact that 
their club was called Southem Cross FC, was a testament both to their commitment to their 
new home in the NSW Southern Highlands and to their sympathy for the miners of the 
Eureka Stockade rebellion, who had flown the blue flag bearing the stars of the Southern 











Cross, 33 years earlier. ee 
The match (believed to have been played on the Queen's Birthday holiday, Tuesday 2 
May 24 in 1887) was won 2-0 by the home side and the trophy still resides in the area - ina 
private coflection, The game at 1:15pm on Sunday March 24 will re-create that famous day RS 
- complete with old-time goals, bat] and playing strips. 2 g 
The magnificent trophy is still in fine shape and is believed to be the oldest Australian Goto Vala J - § 
. pin 


soccer trophy still in existence. It will be ‘played for’ on the day. iantae as ng bypess 


Braemar Aylmefton 










Having watched our National Knockout Cup competition struggle for fan and media illow Vale 
interest for so long, it is about time this trophy was turned into Australia's version of the FA Welby Aeatactavs 
Cup (which is only 15 years older). Cail it the National (or Soccer Australia) Cup and prefix ; MITTAGONG 
it temporarily with the name of the cup sponsor - but as we all know, sponsors come and go River ae air. 
- yet the Cup should remain to help give us the continuity that competition has always + gran, Medwat"e df. GIBRALTAR 
lacked. ; ee Sf Barcima BOWRAL i 
When you consider that this cup pre-dates all those held dear by other codes in this minicar = 
ra] country (the VFL began in 1896, Rugby League only started in 1907 and Rugby Union's “on, fnew ° Burradoo ton Pets 
Bledisloe Cup was first played for in 1932), you begin to get a feel for the trophy's fr Sarria ¢ J Bong Boog’ 
significance and its potential usefulness, 7 a fe 2 
7 %.. \ Glenqueny 
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Now | can't claim to have any Scottish blood - my Australian-bom mother has English, 
Welsh and irish ancestry - but like many thousands of others, | will be making the 
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pilgrimage to Joadja on that Sunday. 
Every person has a yearning to discover their roots. To us, the true Aussie football fans, The hill He 
this is about as old and as meaningful a football experience as there is in this country. Chieabed awe 
The last time the old ghost town of Joadja was opened up to the public 11,000 flocked to to rach Josdjo 
see it in 1988. Now with the added lure of land for sale, Scottish pipe bands and an Tep : 
historic period-dress soccer match on Sunday March 24, there will be thousands more. oe W840 
i j iti eft 
Entry is $5 per adult, with profits going to charities. ae for he 
Yes, we have a reason to be shirty about this... mee 
On visiting a large Melbourne sparts store, a member of the ‘SU! brigade invariably . 
gravitated towards the soccer section, He could hardly believe his eyes. In amongst the The fer bon 
usual assortment of Milan, Barcelona and Arsenal! shirts was @ Canberra Cosmos shirt Challenne. 
retailing for $85. This was extraordinary as we had never seen an A-League shirt being Sedson (88? 
sold in a mainstream retail outlet. Were his eyes playing tricks? He looked again, past the A 
Leeds Utd and Morocco (yes, Morocco) shirts on sale and saw the Cosmos shirt again. At rr ots 
last, he thought, a club with the foresight to retail its shirts. And in another city to boot! einai tect ge Men from deakio ° 
Yep, a great idea, and a logical and overdue one. We often complain about the lack of | ‘ = 
marketing of the game but here was one club prepared to do something about it. Os ness Hafonal 
OY 











But normal service was quickly resumed. Several days later we went to Bob Jane 
Stadium to see the Blues against the Strikers. Normally the Sth Melb merchandise stall is 
filled with local goods but on this occasion the SM gear was hidden behind those of foreign 

clubs such as Lazio and Rangers. Is there any hope for us if a club feels it has a better 
chance of selling the scarves of Celtic rather than its own team? 
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° WARRINGAH DOLPHINS _1995-‘4st__1996 - 13th??? 
N, Ss W S u [per Lea Zu 2 Preview - Part 2 : The Cromer Park complex is now fully in the hands of the council and maybe the club can 


F a ‘ F ca commence a long overdue improvements program there now that others have less say in 
Last month ‘Green Rover’ submitted a preview of this season's competition but is e : : se 
due to space restrictions we only got as far as Illawarra. Read on... its development. New coach, former Sydney City and Adelaide City Socceroo, the Brazilian 


ace Agenor Muniz, will be hoping to emulate the deeds of Jahn Kosmina who took the side 
to the double inside two years. For Muniz, this is his first Super League appointment. He 





LEICHHARDT TIGERS 1995 -4th 1996 - 8th??? had many years as the loyal coach of Dulwich Hill, taking them through the Federation 
The Tigers are an enigma. Famous old club with loyal supporters, but the inner city is dying they ranks until they came to rest in Division One, with no sign of going any further, let's face it. 
say, and they badly need to get new blood from more recently settled residents around Lambert Warringah don't expect miractes. Money is tight and the club has lost some players to 
Park. Tony Pezzano is the man at the helm, with no shortage of confidence and plenty of tradition Newcastle, while others have returned to local soccer. Muniz will certainly have a big job, 
behind him. It may take more than that to revive the once-powerful club to its former glory. _ but it's one he relishes. It will be the youngest team in the competition, according to 
Dolphin's veteran administrator, the jovial Bob Davis. The club is realistic enough to know 
MACARTHUR RAMS 1995-10th 1996 - 4th??? that it cannot go much further than Super League with its limited finances and is sensibly 
Steady as she goes at Lynwood Park where the new stand has yet to be christened by the Rams' giving its full support to the independent Manly bid for an A-League team at Brookvale 
own supporters. There are likely to be a couple of fresh faces, but the ruddy features of coach Oval. Obviously they see the two clubs as complementary, with the Dolphins acting as any 
Hugh McCrory will be a familiar sight once more as the dour Scot coaxes yet another above- new NSL club's nursery, Players like Phil Moss, Sam Panetta and Matt Lowe are staying 
average set of performances out of his bargain basement buys. and they are fine talents, so alt is not lost. This will be a tough start to the season for ther. 


This time they could make a top four placing. Just... 


CONCLUSION... 


Summing up then, a year which holds mixed feelings of anticipation and scepticism for 
most involved in its undertaking. It should be a reasonable season, but not a great one, 


PARRAMATTAEAGLES 1995 -NSL-12th 1996 - 1st??? 
Having lost their NSL status the Eagles have plundered the ranks of nearby Bankstown to reclaim 


players they have had latterly as guests or some who were previously deemed short of NSL one feels. A bit of a ‘Mickey Mouse’ affair, if the truth be known. 

standard. So it will be a team determined to carry all before it and on paper that should happen. Most decisions about the format of the competition and about the introduction of the 
Coach Washington Gonzales is a smooth operator and is ready to show that his team is classes summer Under 18 set-up were taken behind the scenes and clubs just had to cop it sweet. 
above the rest Many old Eagles have returned, from Bankstown especially, and they wilt give the 

keenest supporters in the league something to cheer about once more. Tony Franken is.also set 3 ro FS 

to sign, We hear so the defence will be a to crack again. The Eagles look the popular choice. NSW First Division Preview - by Green Rover 
ROCKDALE CITY SUNS __1996 -Sth_ _1996 - 14th??? Winter may be a long way off yet, but the official winter season kicked off in NSW on 
Went through a horror patch last year after Manfred Schaefer left and have not had a good March 16th. True, Super League got under way in February, but all the other divisions 
season for quite a while now. That old rascal Rale Rasic holds the reins this year and will be have only just started. The statewide knock-out competition, the Waratah Cup, also began 
aiming to end that lean spell after his pre-Christmas appointment. We fear he may have a tough on the same weekend, with bigger clubs - like st Division for instance - joining in around 
assignment. There are hopes of signing two visa players from the Macedonia area, but it now May. 

looks like Jeff Doyle will be going to Blacktown. They had a 1-1 draw with Macedonian rivals There are a few new faces this year in First Division. Stanmore Hawks and Mount Druitt, EJ 
Bankstown, which really revealed little and will rely on toyal ‘keeper Keith Warren to keep blank both previous winners, have been relegated (from Super League) and must now do it all 
sheets and then sweat on the return of Stephane Jee (from an overseas honeymoon) to spark the over again. Penrith Panthers and Bathurst 75 have come up from 2nd Division, pleasing 
attack. Someone has to hold all the others up, hence the pessimistic prediction. many in the process. Here is our fearless preview with predictions for 1996 so that fans 


can shoot us down in flames as soon as the clubs get serious. 
ST GEORGE  1995-5th 1996 - 7th??? 


Les Murray has assumed the mantle of President and is quietly optimistic about the Saints' AUBURN UNITED 

chances. The Kat is back as coach; Peter Katholos will be keen to improve on his first year They've kept most of the side together under astute coach Mike Johnson, but there are 
showing which saw the newly promoted side claim Sth spot. Not bad for a club which ran near the some new players to add spice. Former Paris St Germain and Racing club of Paris star, 
foot of the 1st division ladder the previous season and had many begrudging them a place in the ex-Yugosiav World Cup hero Safet Susic is 37 years old, but far from a spent force and will 
upper echelon. do well after joining the club. It could be seen as a coup. Also, a Korean international and 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 1995-7th 1996 - 10th?7? another overseas player are promised later. This side will go close to winning the title. 


A new grandstand is nearing completion and many will marvel at the achievement. The Sharks BATHURST 75 

have had pattry crowds for years and the ground has been a crying shame for what was once a The men from the Central West are back in this division after a few years on the outer, 
proud giant of NSW soccer. All that can change now. knowing that this is going to be a very tough task for them against a group of seasoned 
Although they won the double a few years back and paraded internationals John Kosmina and performers. We reckon that anyone who ventures up to Bathurst - especially when the 
Graham Arnold, only a handful came along to cheer Bill Rigby's all conquering side that year. frosts start to bite and the snow starts to fall - will find points very hard to come by. On their 
Now with facilities to match their enthusiasm and commitment we could see more interest taken travels Bathurst will struggle a little, but in an otherwise even competition they could, with 
by the locals who can take pride in the long eastablished club's face-lifted stadium. The canteen the breaks, manage to avoid the drop. 


will be converted to a bar and souvenir shop, having moved its operations into the new stand. As 
for the team, well, after a 0-0 draw with Parramatta Eagles they at least look solid in defence! 
Nearer the bottom than the top for them this year... 


ao 


BELMORE HERCULES 

A new coach Manuel Xipolitas, several new players, plus the loss of some others, but 
good prospects seem theirs ance more. The signing of Jimmy Nikas and Jose Mendes, both 
from Olympic, plus the retention of Jason Lal and Jim Melissourgos will help this side 
continue to entertain at a high standard this year. Pity the Blick Oval surface is blighted with 
a cricket pitch in the middle, for the club deserves a better arena on which to show its wares. 
Consistency has often been their downfall in the past, but their ability has never been 
questioned. Should hold a mid-table position at least. 


DULWIGH HILL 

Another with a new coach (Jim Ziras) and heaps of new players. They will have to wait a 
while before they win matches regularly and could finish nearer the relegation zone than they 
would relish. Apart from Sepp Disch and Sam Belinha they have a problem in getting 
names on scoresheets regularly and have pinned their hopes on players like Jason Petrides, 
Steve Chilas and Perry Giannopoulos to lift their goal tally. Ail these are in their first season 
and it will take time for them to become a unit. We see hard times ahead at Arlington Oval. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS ; 

‘'SU' has had a success! Almost before the print was dry on issue number 9 in January, 
the Bulls began work on increasing the pitch dimensions, putting down tonnes of topsoil and 
building a grandstand where only a narrow strip of grass previously stood. Great news for 
those who like to keep dry, but if money has gone into the ground, has it been neglected in 
the team? Perhaps, as a new coach - yes another! - Rene Lillo has had to ring the changes 
himself. He has an Iraqi striker in the squad and much is expected of him, but this could be 
a year of turmoil on the pitch, if we read it right, given the club's fans’ high expeciations and 
low tolerance of anything barring ultimate success. 


HILLS UNITED 

Top player Lawrie McKinna has assumed a player-coach role this year with John 
McDonaid taking an overalt administrative position at the go ahead, but cash-strapped outer- 
westem Sydney club. And yes, the club is another to build a new stand in the weeks 
immediately before the season commenced. If they can get into a good rhythm early on Hills 
could pose problems, but we reckon it will take time. Lower reaches for then we're afraid. 


MOUNT DRUITT 

Wayne Famsworth is back and still playing, but with a team of Under18's, this time it 
seems. We feel that they will struggle all year to stay off the bottorn, but will have plenty of 
heart and it will do them a lot of good to go through the rebuilding process all over again. 
As the season wears on they will pick up points, but just how many is going to determine if 
they stay or if they go. 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 

No ground alterations, but a pitch facelift for the ‘Mounties', which will have many ciubs 
casting envious glances their way this year. Vic Dalgleish will be promoting youth, as he 
always does, with Greg Baldock one who could be among the goals later in the year. 
This team has the capacity to surprise all the time and this year should be no different. 
On field their efforts will take them to within a whisker of the top five to just fail we anticipate. 


PENRITH PANTHERS 

Stan Ackerley has brought in a lot of new men for the club's first attempt at this level. 
Many are very capable and the team ought to chaflenge for honours. David Fitzharris snould 
prove useful with all his experience; like lan Wotherspoon he was once a member of the old 
Penrith NSL side all those years ago. Penrith did fairly well in those days, but this is quite a 
different team and a different club, it must be said. More likely that they will assume a mid- 
table position by the end after winning the 2nd Division so weil last term. 


RYDE CITY GUNNERS 

Denied a Premiership win last year by a late surge from Belmore and a couple of lost points late 
in the year, Ryde want to win promotion this year. They lost Ricky Piotrowski, who is back in 
Adelaide, but have a number of new recruits. Watch out for spring-heeled striker Andy Stratford and 
the elusive Chris Beard. Should be in the top three again. 





SOUTHERN MINOTAURS 

Minotaurs are certainly one club who have not changed their coach this year! Since Peter 
Sarikakis is known as 'The-Generat' and is boss of the wash, having duties of secretary, manager, 
coach, announcer, press officer and looks after the juniors as well, he is unlikely to sack himself. 
What he can do is offer genuine opportunities for rising talent and ca!! upon his Sydney Olympic 
links to bring in established players when he needs them. And he's confident of another goad year 
at Hurstville Oval for his ‘boys’, as he affectionately calls them. They will trouble most teams and go 
close to a top five spot again after grabbing equal fourth last year. 


STANMORE HAWKS 

The Greek/Cypriot club is looking at re-establishing itself after the disappointment of losing its 
Super League place last season. With a new coach, Bill Rigby, and a few new players they will take 
a while to gel, but we're sure they won't be disgraced. An English player, Eddie Briscoe, who was on 
the books of Derby County and has been playing with West Adelaide has surfaced and Rigby 
reckons he'll go well. It could be a long hard winter, though, for a very inexperienced side and a 
lower order spot is expected here. 


SYDNEY COSMOS 

What more can one say about Cosmos? Applicants for the Ericsson Cup and confident of 
winning the league, by virtue of their budget which has enticed a string of stars to the club, they will 
be upset if they miss out. Gerry Gomez, Tom McCulloch, Darren locca, Grant Lee, George 
Kalogeras, Peter Gunning and a Latvian international, Vadim Mikoutsky, have ali moved in at 
Wentworth Park, the club's home again this year. Coach Joe Watson who has been at the club 
since the middle of last year is looking forward to this season with relish. We fear they may be 
slr of their own publicity, however, and dip out when the going gets too hot. But it's just a 

lunch... 


WEST WANDERERS 

Out at Chopin Park they'll he hopin’ for a big year at last and perhaps we could see them making 
a bid for a top spot. They have begun to settle down into a useful team under Bill Pilovski and 
though they've lost loan players like David Harding and Malcolm Meilak there are others coming in 
who will do a good job. Pilovski is not claiming any great ambitions for his side, but expects them to 
perform well all the same. Big defender Eddie Tomasich will fill a gap left by injury to Jason Cooper, 
though the talented Cooper is showing signs of getting over his broken leg and may surprise with an 


return. 
Right place at the right time. 


Ned Zelic must be the luckiest player on earth. Having struck trauble in Germany he scores 2 
major transfer to Queens Park Rangers only to find out he doesn't like London, heads back to 
Germany in an attempt to re-establish his career, and then gets picked in a FIFA All-Star game. 
Confused? Probably not as confused as Ned! But FIFA should be applauded for ensuring every 
confederation is represented, and now it is up to Ned to prove he can play with the best. FIFA have 
done him no favours though. As Kyle Patterson pointed out, their defensive four consists of three 
sweepers and a full-back so Ned will almost certainly play cut of position. Imagine that, playing in an 
unfamitiar role with the world watching..... 




















Are you watching, Cyprus? 
It's official. We have the 34th best league in the world. An international soccer statistician's 
forum (fun, fun, fun) has rated our A-League ahead of such prestigious competitions as Moldova and 
Liechtenstein although not as good as Austria or Scotland. Predictably enough, Italy's Serie A 
finished in pole position. Does this means our league is not so much an A but a C+ League? 
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How Far do They Travel? 


By Ewen Anderson - A Man with a head for figures! 


Each Season, the A League teams travel vast distances in most cases in order to fulfil 
their away fixture list. But how far do they travel and who travels the furthest? This 
analysis reveals all for the fan that loves statistics! 


Most teams travel to their away games by air. The exceptions are those that play in 
places like Sydney where they have local derbies that require nothing more than a $1.50 
bus ride to get to their opponents ground. The Brisbane Strikers are the only team that 
travel to all their away games by air. Teams like Newcastle, Canberra and Wollongong 
can reach a number of venues via coach travel. This analysis uses the published air 
kilometres between each city where air travel is used. E.g. Brisbane airport to Sydney 
airport. These calculations do not take into the account the journey from the airport to 
the ground unless it is out of town. I.e. the distance from Sydney airport to UTS 
Olympic's ground is ignored but the distance from the airport to Wollongong is used. 
Distances where road travel is used are approximate but close enough to not cause any 
miscarriage of justice. Local derby distances such as UTS v Marconi are ignored. 


The first column reviews all 12 teams in the A League based on a more normal home 
and away fixture list. This will give the most accurate picture. The extra third round can 
distort the analysis but this is reflected in the second column whilst the third column 
reflects the combined totals of all three rounds. Finally, the fourth column shows which 
teams had the highest percentage increase in away kilometres travelled for the “extra” 
third round. 


ZRoundsH&A 
BS. 25032K B.S. 13942K BS. 38974K MLK. 62% 


A.C, 21804 W.A. 12416 W.A. 34220 W.A. 57 
W.A. 21804 A.C, 9056 A.C, 30860 BS. 56 
Mor 17122 M.K. 8708 Mer 25448 CC. 54 
N.B. 14438 Mor 8326 M.K. 22830 UTS 54 
MLK. 14122 S.M. 7066 N.B. 21220 S.M. 50 
S.M. 14122 N.B. 6782, S.M. 21188 Mor 49 
W.C. 13214 C.C. 6648 C.C, 19060 N.B. 47 
C.C. 12412 UTS 6286 W.C. 18508 M.F. 46 
M.F. 11714 M.F. 5428 UTS 18000 AC. 42 
$.U. 11714 W.C. 5294 MLE. 17412 W.c. 40 
UTS 11714 $.U. 4474 8.0, 16188 $.U. 38 


The assumption is that the Morwell team actually travel from Morwell to Melbourne 
(and beyond) for away games. Even though in reality most of their players probably live 
in Melbourne already. 


Time for Nick Guoth to update us with some 


News from the Capital 


The news is not good news. The Cosmos have started to falter and any chance of 
making the finats from here is starting to ook rather remote. The big loss to Adelaide City 
certainly dic not help at all. Also, the number of injuries and suspensions is mounting anc it 
is becoming hard to field anything like the same team from week to week. The match against 
Sydney United saw the !ast game for goalkeeper Steve Mautone who leaves for West Ham in 
the English Premier League. The most likely replacement for Mautone will be Ben Harris 
who has aiready played a few games for the Cosmos. 

The position of the team on the A-League table is not a good indication of how well they 
are playing. Prior to the debacle in Adelaide there were three draws, alt of them were 'come 
from behind’ draws. The most notable of these was the amazing 5-5 draw in Newcastle 
when at one stage the Cosmos were down 0-4. Even with a number of players out, the team 
through a few individuals have combined to show the spirit of the club. Shining through the 
latest results has been one Alex Castro. In each of the previous two home games he was 
given the Man of the Match award for his excellent performances. Other gocd performers 
have included Jason Dunn and Michael Musitano. On the injury front, the never-ending 
probiem for the club, it was good news to see Norman Kelly return from his knee problems 
and just lately for Lachlan Armstrang also to make a re-appearance in the Adelaide game. 
Paul Dee picked up an injury during training a few weeks ago, Aiso, there is still no news on 
Michael Garcia. 


The ACT Academy , the Youth side, has continued to do well and is currently lying in 4th 
place. The results during last month were generally good except fer a rather bad loss to the 
leading AIS. While on the AtS, as they are the other Canberra team, 1 was fortunate enough 
to see one of the best games in a long time when the AIS hosted'St George. The AIS won 
3-2. It was a clean, but rather hard fought match with lots of good play, numerous chances 
and some great goalkeeping. 


This month !'d like to start to talk about the local ACT League. Here we have a Premier 
League that runs on Sundays and a State League with nurnerous divisions that plays on 
Saturdays. The Premier League and State League Division 1 both have 1st, Reserves and 
Youth teams. There are 4 State League Divisions. Last season the ACT Premier League 
had 8 clubs. This has been expanded to 10 clubs with the inclusion of 3 clubs from Division 
1 and the removat of one club, The Premiér League will have the following clubs: 


Tuggeranong, Inter Monaro, Queanbeyan City, and University of Canberra. 

Many of you will remember both Canberra City and Inter Monaro as past NSL tearns as 
well as Canberra Deakin as having played in the NSW Premier League. The fast three clubs 
are new to the Premier League from last season. Matches are piayed at one of a few 
enclosed ovals around Canberra and Queanbeyan. The Inter Monaro and Queanbeyan City 
teams will both play at the new Riverside Oval which used to call Marco Polo Oval. A lot of 
work has been put into this ground both in the surface and the amenities provided for the 
players and the officials. 

The season proper will begin in early April with the finals to be played in September. 
The increase of teams and matches will give spectators more to watch both in quantity and 
in quality. ; 


Juventus, Weston Creek, Canberra City, Canberra Deakin, Olympic, Belconnen, ap 


Friday March 22nd will see the Canberra Cosmos reveal their new team song and 
together with this the Cosmos cheerleaders. This will al! be done at a lunch at the 
Canberra Rex. I will provide a full description of what happened next month. 


or 


Dear ‘Studs Up' P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


Peter Saninno was one of a number of readers who was concemed with the 
Johnnie Walker Cup series. For his efforts he gets a six-issue extension to his 


subscription for composing the ‘Loth’. 


Dear ‘SU' 

In the February issue of SU, Harry 
Georgiadis asked for suggestions to 
improve the Johnnie Walker Cup 
competition. | would have thought it is 
painfully obvious that the present format 
has no compelling interest for clubs or 
fans alike; this despite a slight increase in 
attendances this year over previous 
seasons, thanks mainly to South 
Metbourne's success. 

Firstly, if 1 was Marketing Director of 
Johnnie Walker | would be hopping mad! 
Eddie Thomson in a recent television 
interview was fight when he stated that for 
retention of major sponsorship, the 
Socceroos had to play a certain number 
of matches each year, irrespective of the 
availability of our overseas-based players 
for seemingly unimportant friendly 
international games. Success these days 
for sporting competitions to attract large 
sponsorships is all about media exposure. 
That means continued television exposure 
in prime time. 

Some facts for consideration. Ouring 
the two weeks of the recent JWC 
competition, in Metbourne's primte-time 
TV news period on the most successful 
commercial channels, over a 5 day span 
(mon-Fri) GTV9 averaged 5 minutes each 
evening sports segment, while ATV10 
averaged 10 minutes. That amounted to 
about 506 minutes on GTV9 and 100 
minutes on ATV10 in the two week 
period. Surprise, surprise that my 
monitoring of these two sports segments 
revealed that soccer received just 3 
minutes exposure on Channel 9 and 
around 8.5 minutes on Channel 10; and 
guess what, that exposure was almost 
wholly devoted to the Olyroos qualification 
matches in Adelaide, Both stations gave 
the JWC the flick with just one mention by 
each station! How frustrating for the 
sponsors! 


The remedy for Soccer Australia to 
maintain a cup competition sponsorship 
that could appeal to Johnnie Walker 
would depend on future composition of 
the National League. {i wouid revolve 
around whether there is a 14 or 16 team 
league. if the future is a 14 team league, 
then the champion Premier League clubs 
of Victoria and NSW (or the runners-up if 
the champions happen to receive 
promotion into the National League) to 
comprise an even 16 team cup 
competition. Then there must be no 
nonsense; an open draw for each round 
and the end to contrived pairings in the 
draw. 4st round only on a two-legged 
home and away basis to ensure all 
participating clubs some siice of revenue, 
then quarter-finals, serni-finals and fina! 
on first out of the hat draw basis for 
ground advantage. There must be set 
dates for each round and the greater 
longevity each year in media exposure 
could be realised in having the 1st round 
completed in mid-December over a 
weekend and return leg on Wednesday 
evening, the quarter-finals, semi-finals 
and final on the last weekend of January, 
February and March respectively. This 
method coutd result in the real possibility 
of Victoria, NSW or Sth Aust staging a 
Nocal-derby’ semi-final or final - an added 
spectacle sadly missing in the present 
competition. This proposal would then 
not disrupt the National League 
competition and provide an added 
incentive for clubs and players whose 
chances of league finals success may 
have waned by mid-season. 

What 2 prospective winner for 

promoters with sponsorship exposure 
stretched over four months instead of just 
fourteen days! Johnnie Walker's 
Marketing Directer might just consider 
this proposition worthwhile instead of 
deciding ‘enough is enough! under the 
present competition system. 


Next up is Bilf Murray, who wishes to defend Paul Moon... 


Dear SU’ : 

Who the hell is Henry Wizgier? Henry Wizgier | had never heard of before 'SUS9". 

Paul Moon, on the other hand, is a name well known for almost ten years to anyone who takes 
an interest in soccer not only in the Oceania region, but Asia as a whole. For a long time, 
indeed, Paul Moon was the only source we had on the region, mainly through his articles in 
World Soccer, an authority on the world game that surpasses La Gazzetta dello Sport, 
L'Auto, Kicker, Placar, Qon Baton.... and perhaps even Studs Up (where Mr Wizgier's name 
has been known to appear. 

Not only has Paul Moon supplied countless articles on Asia and Oceania to that magazine, 
more recently concentrating on Australia and New Zealand, but he is the author of two 
handbooks on Asia-Oceania soccer that are unmatched for the region - although they came 
out in 1985 & 1987 they are still invaluable, although it would be nice to see them updated. 

Perhaps Mr Wizgier would like to undertake such a task? Or even compile a similar 
handbook for Australian soccer? Then again it is perhaps easier to take a cheap shot at 
someone whose address beyond the waters around Australia bespeaks a fand of which Mr 
Wizgier knows little and whose cosy parochialism would only be disturbed if ne knew mare. 


Speaking of defending, John Totikidis wants to defend Michael Edgiey... 


Dear ‘SU! 

I find it unfortunate that Dr Bayliss and Maurice Hawling (in SU10) find the need to criticise 
Michael Edgley’s letter in SU9 without contributing to Australian soccer. 

Michael is correct, by claiming that there are less soccer fans attending matches in 
Melbourne. Dr Bayliss cites South Melbome's record as evidence to disprove Michael's claim. 
South Melbourne is an exception, however on aggregate there are less people attending 
soccer matches in Melbourne, due to the fact there are less teams. 

Michael suggests that we should increase the opportunities available for soccer players in 
the A-League, | agree. Dr Bayliss disagrees because he claims that the A-League would be 
“filled with fourth rate players and third rate teams". For your information Dr Bayliss, there are 
a lot of international players who have risen from the ranks from what you call “third rate 
teams". Furthermore, you may have heard that the A-League is already full of "fourth rate” 
players since over 100 ex-patriots are playing overseas. Furthermore, it appears SocAus 
agrees with Michael, because it looks like another team from Melbourne, sorry, another “third 
rate team" from Melboume will be admitted next year. 

Congratulations, you identify the derby between Heidelberg and Zebras as the yard stick to 
measure the contribution of both teams. ! was at that game and there were more than 7000 
people. There were many other Melbourne derbies, attracting crowds in excess of 50G0 which 
you conveniently ignored. | am not saying that 5000 peopte is fantastic, but it is a strong 
foundation on which to work from. 

How it is possible for Mr Maurice Hawling to claim that Michael is condescending for 
criticising those who supported twelve teams, when Soccer Australia is about to do a 100% 
backflip and re introduce 14 teams and maybe 16 teams. | would say Mr Hawling does not 
know what he is talking about. 

Maurice Hawling has completely missed the point in relation to Michael's article. Michael 
was merely attempting to explain that in order to improve Australian soccer you have to build 
from what we have rather than destroy what we've got. He used the example of the Australian 
(Greek) derbies (while South Melbourne and Heidelberg are Greek backed, we are all 
Australians) because it usually attracts over 10,000 people which is good for Australian soccer 
because it generates interest and hopefully attracts a wider audience, However these clubs 
have to take the next step forward and expand their popularity to a wider audience. The steps 
taken by Heidelberg and the Zebras to team up with Collingwood and Essendon are very 
exciting and positive. And this is precisely Michael's underlying point, which you have 
obviously missed. Your claim that Melbourne and Sydney should have two teams is too 
stupid to even contemplate, and one last thing, get ready to eat your soccer ball! 

Australian soccer needs contributors nat knockers. 


at 


Meanwhile, Peter Bayliss reckons closer ties with New Zealand are desirable... 


Dear 'SU' 

Auckland: What are the pros and cons? 

The population of greater Auckland is about 850,000. This number is significantly 
greater than other cities with teams such as Morwe!l, Wollongong and Canberra. 
Therefore, Auckland has a sufficient population base to attvact enough fans. Cther New 
Zealand cities with a population base in the 400,000 to 450,000 range which may be future 
candidates are Hamilton, Christchurch and Wellington. 

Both the New Zeaiand Association and FIFA are opposed to tearns piaying in a foreign 
league. There is a free trade agreement between Austratia and New Zealand so that both 
associations wish Soccer Australia to break the law. They should remember that UEFA 
could not break the jaws of the European Union. Canadian teams such as Vancouver, 
Toronto, Calgary and Edmonton played in the NASL (North American Soccer League). 
There is a free trade agreement between Canada and USA, 

Such a team would help the New Zealand nationa! team in terms of fitness and co- 
ordination. But New Zealand is ranked 107 by FIFA (ABSW 27/2/96). {f Australia can not 
beat New Zealand, then Australia does not deserve to go to the World Cup Finais. A 
harder series against New Zealand would stand Austratia in good stead for the series 
against the fourth Asian team. 

In order to maintain a 12 team league, this would mean that a further club would need 
to be relegated. With both Sydney and Melbourne at two teams each, this would mean 
that one of the Adeliade teams should be relegated. 

Auckland has withdrawn its application this year; however, the reason appears to be 
objections from within New Zealand. Conclusion: next year accept Auckland. 


Finally, regular ACT contributor Nick Guoth reckons the term ‘colour has 
developed a variety of definitions, 


Dear 'SU' 

Colours, colours, colours, What do we miss? What do we have? Unlike most other 
sports, soccer, or football as we all know it better, is full of colour. Many sports have tried 
hard to add colour to their unifroms, but nothing compared to what football offers us. 

The real problem is that there are colours we all like and colours we all don't like. The 
worst of these is that orange smokey colour that seems to be around whenever Sydney 
United play. And last night it was reat bad. tn Europe flares seem part of the game, 
although I’m sure the local stadia officials are doing something to stop it, but here in 
Australia, it is against the law to let off flares at any game. 

My real question is why are there always a small group of fans that want to spoij the 
game for others and for their nationality. | have a lot of close friends who are Croatian and 
they all tell me how much they abhor these groups. Last nights group was organised, that 
was definite, Aiso, let me say that colour was not restricted to the flares, but also to the 
language. To sing a bawdy baliad that stated that "...we're here to rape your wives..." is | 
think going a bit too far. 

At the end of the match when Sydney United scored their equaliser and other flares 
were fet off, the police moved in and arrested eight of these youngsters, or should | cail 
them hooligans. Unfortunately, the damage has been done and the crowd size of 1500 will 
only diminish after this. Also, the Bruce Stadium trust may have a few things to say. 

Let's feave the colours to the teams and what they wear. Let's not see the flares and the 
language that ruins the game for the rest of us. One other small thing. If they won't stand 
up for the Austraiian national anthem, then expel them from this country - they're not 
Australian. 


Dear 'Studs Up' (sort of) 


Christos Limnios has just spent a number of years living in Los Angeles, and 
having returned to Melbourne decided to tell us about the uphill battle facing 
soccer in the USA. And we thought We had troubles... 


Dear 'SU' 

For alt you purists who actually believe that Major League Soccer can finally succeed in the 
US are but poor dituted souls. Soccer has as much of a chance of toppling the likes of Jordan, 
Shaq, Sanders and the rest of the Superstars that play in the NFL, NBA, NHL and Baseball 
as i have of navigating the space shuttle around the Earth. Yes, the 1994 World Cup was an 
amazing success over there but it was a one off major event. You see, the Yanks LOVE a 
novelty and that's just what the World Cup tournament was to them. Sure, the crowds were 
huge and the standard of play was way above the horrors of the 1990 event, but once the 
hoopla was alt said and done the interest in soccer faded faster than a setting sun. 

As for the current status of the Major League, | must say its a joke! They have not oniv 
pushed back the start of the season to whenever, they just can't seem to generate enough 
money or public interest - even though they have signed some big name players like Carlos 
Valderrama and Campos from Mexico, If the League ever gets off the ground its's life span will 
be short! 

With alt four major Leagues in the above sports being played year ‘round where does 
Soccer fit in ? I'll tet! you where Soccer fits in - NOWHERE! 

Former President Alan Rothenberg was a businessman who pulled off a coup with the 
1994 World Cup but he had little, if any, knowledge of the game. Besides he had his own 
agenda - money and power! As for his successor, one Dougfas Logan, i am truly amazed that 
they would elect someone who has no knowledge of the game, has never piayed the game or 
even watched a game, in charge of trying to get Soccer off the ground in ths U.S. 

The early days of the now-defunct N.A.S.L. were very successiul but again it's lifespan 
was limited. The main reason for this was that when ail the Superstars retired from playing, the 
Yanks didn't have any homegrown talent of their own to cheer and admire. You see, all the 
players then were basicaily foreigners. They are trying to rectify that problem this time around 
but with substandard players it's like flogging a dead horse} 

How many failures will it take to finally convince FIFA that the U.S. is a lost cause? 
The other sports i've mentioned above have not only increased in popularity (with the 
exception of Baseball), but have totally cornered the T.V. market as well. The games will not 
be of the same quality as the 1994 World Cup but by the talent available t'm guessing we'll 
see a college playing standard. With the U.S.S.F. in shambles and with a moron at the helm, 
Soccer will remain adrift tike the mariner in waterworld. 

Give up the impossible dream FIFAI The Yanks don't want or even care to know 
anything about a sport that doesn't use it's hands! 


Ed: Hmm... Oh well, we can't all be optimists i suppose. But have a geezer ai ihe 
following list of players who have already been drafted by the ten MSL clubs and 
decide whether YOU think it will at least be entertaining. 


Columbus (Ohio) Crew: Doctor Khumalo, Adrian Paz 
New England Revoiution: Giuseppe Galderisi, Alexi Lalas 


Tampa Bay Mutiny: Carlos Valderrama, Roy Lassiter 
(Washington) D.C. United: Marco Etcheverry, John Harkes 
Colorado Rapids: Shaun Bartlett, Roy Wegerle, Marcelo Balboa 
Dallas Bum: Hugo Sanchez, Washington Rodriguez 

Kansas City Wiz: Frank Klopas 

Los Angeles Galaxy: Jorge Campos 

San Jose Clash: Eric Wynalda 


New York / New Jersey MetroStars: Roberto Donadoni, Tab Ramos &} 


at 


Another offer you can't refuse! 
(Well, the same one actually) 


Subscribe! - And receive ‘Superstar Soccer' 
FREE!!! 


Would you believe it! Our special offer is now in its second month. For the extremely 
reasonable price of $16 you can receive six issues of the Increasingly infamous ‘Studs Up’ 
{or for $30 you can get twelve issues) and as a bonus you will receive a starter deck of 
‘Superstar Soccer’ cards - normally retailing at $16.95 - absolutely gratis. 

And you don't even need to be a new subscriber to take advantage of this twice in a 
lifetime opportunity. Some regular ‘SU’ readers have already taken the hint and sent offa 
cheque or money order (some even sent cash but we can't encourage that!) in order to get 
hold of the latest phenomenon to sweep the terraces. Those eagle-eyed amongst you who 

scan the newsagencies may weil have noticed a ‘Booster Pack’ of SS cards stuck on the 
cover of the March issue of Soccer Australia magazine. Go on, take the punt. Buy a copy 
and inside you'll read all about the game itself. Then you can think about how you can get 
a ‘Starter Deck free. Worked it out yet? Should we make it clearer? Nah, didn’t think so. 
Just remember to let us know which issue you want to start (if you're a new kid on the 
block) with or whether you're after any back issues (No’s 3,7,8 and 10 are still available). 
Then all you've got to do is get the address right on the front of the envelope: 


Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oaklei h South, 3167 


Ultimate Tipping Update 

No change on the leaderboard (or any other board for that matter) as Round 3 is 
still in progress as we go to print. But we can reveal that most tipsters have gone for 
either South Korea or Japan. That's not to say there wasn't a surprise or two. Can 

. you believe we had two tips for Kazakhstan? Neither could we. 

But then again nobody tipped Uzbekistan to win the Asian Games 

Note: Round 4 will invaive the CONCACAF Olympic qualifiers, while Round 5 will 
involve Euro 96. Start doing that homework... 


















Bulletin Board 


As usual, we remind all readers (and clubs) that this is a FREE service. So if 
you've got an old Australia v Scotland programme from 1985 that you want to self 
or if your local amateur club wants to advertise their boot-scootin’ family fun day, 

don’t hesitate to write in and tell us all about. We'll print virtually anything! 
Except maybe boot-scootin’..... 

















Attention Marconi Fans!! 
Club Marconi have taken the long overdue step of introducing the Marconi Fairfietd Stallions 
Supporters Club, and would you believe it, it's free! Although still in its infancy, the club 
appears to be headed in the right direction with a fortnightly newsletter mailed to all members, 
a Marconi poster, the obligatory membership card, and best of all, invitations to 
player/supporter club events with access to the players for autograph sessions etc. 

The club also offers the opportunity for members to be supplied with Marconi flags at home 
games in an effort to boost the atmosphere behind the goals, Obviously this initiative is aimed 
at the younger brigade but any ‘mature’ fans that may be interested in getting on the Marconi 
mailing list can contact the club via: 

Marconi Soccer Office, Marconi Road, Bossley Park 2176 














.. Gatling alt statisticians! 


Subscriber John Pushon would like to rack down the details of the interstate clash between 
Sth Oz & Victoria on Oct 22 last year. The game (in Adelaide} finished 2-2, giving the Vics a- 
6-4 aggregate win, but John needs the team line-ups and subs to complete his extensive 
statistical record. An approach to the SASF proved fruittess so if anyone can help John they 
should get in touch with 'SU' and we'll be sure to pass the information on. 





















More programmes wanted.... 
‘SU! subscriber Peter Rowney is keen to get hald of any unwanted match programmes 
involving the Socceroos and their predecessors, and what's more, he's prepared to pay for 
‘em. He mailed in a list of his current items (which is too long to reprint here) and it certainly 
contains some gems. How about Queensland v Man Utd in 1967? Or South Aust v Benfica i 
from 1975? Yep, this bloke is a collector! If you've got something that may interest him you 
can find him at: 12 Blamey Ave, Caringbah 2229. 
Perhaps he could get together with Trevor Moore (see SU10)..... 





Inside Soccer Organisation Radio Programmes 
MATCH OF THE DAY: Every Saturday evening from 6:30pm to 9:30pm on radio BFM 
88.7. Match of the Day is a live call of Ericssan Cup Soccer matches from Sydney. 


Each Kk eifh i Fairfietd Syd fi i 
MELB ON RNE Sp ORT 5 B O OK 5S ach week either a geal etl $e i ble seit para see kan may be heard in 


} 








9 Elizabeth St Melbourne 
Phone: (03) 9621-1211 Ph / Fax: (03) 9621-1383 
Trading hours: Mon - Thurs 9:30-5:30 Fri 9:30-7:00 Sat 9:30 - 5:30 


SUNDAY SOCCER RAP: Every Sunday evening from 9pm ‘til 10pm on radio Triple S in 
Canberra and from 10pm ‘tii 44pm on radio BFM, Sunday Soccer Rap is a results 
information programme for all soccer matches at the national level, and ail levels in 
Canberra and Sydney. Senior levels in Newcastle and Wollongong are aiso covered. 
Also features previews and interviews. 


If you haven't read these it might be time you did.... 

Paul Wade -$19.95 Ruud Gullit-$40 David Platt-$40 Fever Pitch - $15 
Soccer's all-time greats (Laurie Schwab)-$7 A Passion for the game - $40 

Tony Cottee-$40 Don Campbell-$20 European Yearbook 95/96 - $50 


BOOTS AND BALLS: Every Monday to Friday from 8am to 8:40am on radio BFM and 
every Tuesday at the same time on radio Triple S in Canberra. Boots and Balls is a 
morning drive time soccer news and interviews programme. After each daily news 

segment a major soccer club is featured each day. Current schedule is Menday - UTS 

Olympic, Tuesday - Canberra Cosmos, Wednesday - Sydney Utd, Thursday - Marconi, 

Friday - NSW Super Leaque club. 





Phew, that's another issue out of the way. Almost. There's just enough time to 
check on what's just around the corner. So make sure you - 


Look out for.... 


MARCH 

23 - Oceania Congress to be held i in (where else?) Auckland 

27 - Scotland set to play host to Australia - complete with ‘Euroroos’ 

SBS will have a live telecast on the morning of the 28th. Don’t forget to check 
those loca! guides, now... 

27 - Asian Olympic qualifiers - Final & 3rd place match. Did you get your tip in? 

31 - Probably your fast chance to see an Adelaide derby this season 


APRIL 

1 - Set those alarm clocks early! This ain't no April Fools joke. SBS will be televising 
BOTH FA Cup semi-finals commencing at 6:00am. Okay, so they are delayed 
telecasts, but if you want to see ‘em live you'll have to pay Galaxy.... 

13 - Canberra host Newcastle - surely they couldn’t play out another 5-5 draw... 
- 13 - CONCACAF Congress to be held in Mexico City 

24 - Australia scheduled to play Chile in Santiago. Here’s hoping SBS can 
organise another live telecast, eh? 

25 - Thomastown Zebras are scheduled to play Melbourne Warriors in the Victorian 
Premier League - but will it be Essendon Raiders v Collingwood Warriors by then? 
27 - Blacktown City host Warringah Dolphins in a replay of last year's NSW Grand 
Final 

28 - Final Round of the Ericsson Cup regular season sees UTSO host Brisbane 


MAY 

CONCACAF Olympic qualifiers (Final round)- And the runner-up is.... 

5 - Draw for the Olympic Finals tournament (to be conducted in Atlanta) 

5 - NSW Super League reaches the half-way stage with one team progressing 
Straight to this year's Grand Final. 

8 - Tajikistan host Uzbekistan in a crucial (?} Group Eight Asian Cup quaiifier. 
26 - ist leg Oceania f CONCACAF Olympic play-off 


JUNE 
1 - FIFA due to announce the winner of the Japan / South Korea WC 2002 sioush 
2 - 2nd leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic Payot 
= Euro '96 kicks off 
9- Inauguaral A-League Grand Final 
19 - Uzbekistan host Tajikistan in the final group game (see above) 
28 - one Congress to be held in London 





JULY LY 
3.4 - 50th FIFA Congress to be held in Zurich. Watch those sparks fly.... 
19 - Olympic Games begin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't... 


NOVEMBER 
24 - FIFA Futsal (indoor) World Championship kicks off in Spain 


